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The team approach of school social workers and teachers against child abuse
̶through interviews with school social workers̶
  　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　                                    Midori Nishino＊
 
ABSTRACT
　Schools have various advantages in the strategies against child abuse. Teachers are expected 
to prevent children from recurrent abuse by working together as a team. School staff̶homeroom 
teachers, coordinators (teachers who coordinate with children who need to be considered for care), 
principals, vice-principals, teachers of health education, and others̶concern themselves with children 
and their parents. Each teacher has his or her own point of view in understanding the child, which is 
very helpful for assisting children and parents. However, a team approach at the elementary school 
level faces a number of challenges in the prevention of child abuse.
　This study aims to explore how the team approach should function against child abuse at the 
elementary school level through interviews with three school social workers.
　The study makes clear the importance of designating core members within the team. An eﬀective 
team approach at elementary school should feature a team composed of a standing in-school team of 
core members, and a continuous supporting process with core consultations. School social workers are 
expected to fulﬁll two roles in conjunction with the core team. Firstly, they should be advocates for the 
children. Secondly, they should manage cases of child abuse at the micro-, meso-, and macro- stages.
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